Figure 1: An Analogy to Assessments
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Figure 2: The Structure of the Book of Hebrews
INTRODUCTION: GOD HAS SPOKEN TO US IN A SON (1:1-4)

1. THE POSITION OF THE SON, OUR MESSENGER, IN RELATION
TO THE ANGELS (1:5-2:18)

A. The Son Superior to the Angels (1:5-14) ‘ Warning: Pay Attention to What We Have
Heard Through God’s Superior Son (2:1-4)
ab. The Superior Son, to Whom all things are Submitted,
for a Time Became Lower than the Angels (2:5-9)

B. The Son Lower than the Angels (i.e., among humans) to
Suffer for the “sons” (i.e. heirs) (2:10-18)

—
Jesus, the Supreme Example of a Faithful Son (3:1-6)

A Series of Exhortations on “The Rest”:
The Negative Example of Those Who Did Not Listen to
His Voice” (3:7-19)
The Promise of Rest for Those Who Hear His Voice (4:1-10)
Warning: Strive to Enter God’s Rest or Face the Word of
II. THE POSITION OF THE SON, OUR HIGH PRIEST, IN Judgment (4:11-13)

RELATION TO THE EARTHLY SACRIFICIAL
SYSTEM (4:14-10:25) — [—

OPENING: HAVING A GREAT HIGH PRIEST,
/‘ Hold Fast and Draw Near \
(4:14-16)

A. The Appointment of the Son as a Superior High Priest
(5:1-10, 7:1-28)

1. Introduction: The Son Taken from Among

Humans and Appointed According to the Order

of Melchizedek (5:1-10) . '» Il A Powerful, Strategic Pause in the Treatment of Christ’s
Melchizedekan Priesthood:
The Difficulty in Giving Advanced Teaching on the Subject: Their

Immaturity (5:11-6:3)

Warning: The Danger of Falling Away from Christian Faith (6:4-8)
The Author’s Confidence in and Desire for the Hearers (6:9-12)

Transition: God’s OathsOur B

L‘

asis of Hope (6:13-20)

2. The Superiority of Melchizedek (7:1-10)

3. The Superiority of Our Eternal, Melchizedekan

High Priest, Found in the Oath of Ps. 110:4
(7:11-28)

ab. We Have Such a High Priest Who is a Minister in Heaven (8:1-2)

B. The Superior Offering of the Appointed High Priest (8:3-10:18)

C,/l. Introduction: The More Excellent Ministry of the \\
‘ Heavenly High Priest (8:3-6) |

2. The Superiority of the New Covenant (8:7-13)

3. The Superior New Covenant Offering (9:1-10:18)

a. The Place and Practice of Old Covenant
Offerings (9:1-10)

\ b. The New Covenant Offering Superior as to )
A\ Blood, Place, and Eternality (9:11-10:18) /'

¥ CLOSING: SINCE WE HAVE A GREAT PRIEST, _/

Draw Near, Hold Fast, Consider (10:19-25)

e

Warning: The Danger of Rejecting God’s Word and God'’s Son (10:26-31)
A Series of Exhortations on Endurance:
The Positive Example of the Hearer’s Past and Encouragement to
Endure to Receive the Promise (10.:32-39)
The Positive Example of the Old Testament Faithful who Endured (11:1-40)
Jesus, the Supreme Example of Endurance (12:1-2)
Endure Discipline as Sons (12:3-17)
The Blessings of the New Covenant (12:18-24)
Warning: Do Not Reject God’s Word! (12:25-27)
Practical Exhortations (12:28-13:19)
Benediction (13:20-21)
Conclusion (13:22-25)
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Figure 3: Hook words at Heb. 2:9-10

Heb. 2:9
Tov &8¢ Ppaxv 11 map’ dyyéAovs nAatTwuévov BAénouev Inoodv dik o mabnua
t00 Bavdrov §6&n kai Tiufi éotepavwuévov, §twg xdpit1 Oeod vep TAVTOS
yevontar Bavdartov.

Heb. 2:10
Enpenev yap avt@, 61" 6v td mdvra kai 81’ 00 T& m&vTe, moAAovg viovg§ gi¢
d6éav dyaydvra tov dpxnyov tiic cwtnpiag avrt@dv ik nabnudrwy teleidoat.

Figure 4: Hook words at 2:17-3:2

Heb. 2:17-18
00ev Gpeirev kata ndvta Tois dded@ois ouoiwbival, iva EAejuwv YévnTol Kai
TMLOTOG APXLEPEVS T& TPO¢ TOV B0V gl¢ TO iddokedOat Ta¢ auaptiag Tod Aaod.
év @ yap mémovOev avtdg melpaobeis, Svvarar tois meipadouévors fondioai.

Heb. 3:1-2
V0ev, adedpoi dyiol, kAjoews Emovpaviov UETOX01, KATAVORTATE TOV
ndotorov kai apxiepéa Ti¢ oporoyiag NuAv Inoodv, motov v T
ToIRoavTL aVToV WS kol Mwiofi¢ év [6Aw] Td olkw

Figure 5: Hook words diagram

-0

Figure 6: Distant Hook Words

Heb. 2:17-18
80cv W@eldev kata ndvta toi¢ aded@oic ouoiwdival, iva EAeiuwy Yévntal Kai mioTog

&PX1EPEVS T& TTPOG TOV B0V €l TO iAdokeaOal Ta¢ auaptiag Tod Axod. v @ ydp
nénovlev avTo¢ melpacbeic, Svvatal Toic meipafouévoig Ponbioai.

"Exovtes oUv dpxiepéa uéyav SieAnAvddéta tod¢ ovpavovc, Tnoodv tov vidv tod
feod, kpaTduev Ti¢ ouoAoyiag. ov ykp Exouev apxiepéa un dvvauevov ovunabijoat taic
dofeveiaic MUV, TEMEIPAOTUEVOV 8¢ KATE TAVTA KO’ OUOISTNTA XWPLE AUAPTIAG.
npooepxWueda oDV ueta mappnoiag T Opdvw T xdpiros, iva Adpwucv Edeog kai
Xdp1v eVpwuev ei¢ eUkaipov Poriberav.

ag yap apxiepevg €€ avlpdnwv Aaupaviuevos vmep avlpdnwv kabioctaral T
npog Tov Bedv, iva mpoopépn 6Dpd Te Kai Ouoiag vmép auapTidV, ueTpionadeiv
dvvduevog toic dyvoodov kal TAavwuévoig, énel Kol aUTO§ nepikelTal aodéveiav kal
81 avtnv d@eidel, kabws mepi Tob Axod, 0UTwWS Kl TePL AUTOD MPooPEPELY mePL
CURPTIOV.

Figure 7: Distant Hook Words Diagram

George H. Guthrie - The Structure of Hebrews Revisited - 3



Examples of Inclusio (I) and Parallel Introductions (P) in Hebrews
(please see details on pp. 5-6 of this handout)

INTRODUCTION: GOD HAS SPOKEN TO US IN A SON (1:1-4)

I. THE POSITION OF THE SON, OUR MESSENGER, IN RELATION
TO THE ANGELS (1:5-2:18)
> + A. The Son Superior to the Angels (1:5-14) - Warning: Pay Attention to What We Have
Heard Through God’s Superior Son (2:1-4)

ab. The Superior Son, to Whom all things are Submitted,
for a Time Became Lower than the Angels (2:5-9)

B. The Son Lower than the Angels (i.e., among humans) to
Suffer for the “sons” (i.e. heirs) (2:10-18)

—_— Ny
Jesus, the Supreme Example of a Faithful Son (3:1-6)

A Series of Exhortations on “The Rest”:
The Negative Example of Those Who Did Not Listen to
His Voice” (3:7-19)
The Promise of Rest for Those Who Hear His Voice (4:1-10)
Warning: Strive to Enter God’s Rest or Face the Word of
II. THE POSITION OF THE SON, OUR HIGH PRIEST, IN Judgment (4:11-13)

RELATION TO THE EARTHLY SACRIFICIAL
SYSTEM (4:14-10:25) I C—

OPENING: HAVING A GREAT HIGH PRIEST, O
RN
\

Hold Fast and Draw Near

A. The Appointment of the Son as a Superior High Priest
(5:1-10, 7:1-28)

> + Introduction: The Son Taken from Among \
:. I’ Humans and Appointed According to the Order
"> + 1 of Melchizedek (5:1-10) EEEESm l> Il | A Powerful, Strategic Pause in the Tr%atment of Christ’s

1 Melchizedekan Priesthood: 1

: The Difficulty in Giving Advanced Teaching on the Subject: Their
| Immaturity (5:11-6:3) .

1.2 1 Warning: The Danger of Falling AWay from Christian Faith (6:4-8)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
!

—_———————

The Author’s Confidence in and Desire for the Hearers (6:9-12)
Transition: God’s 0 m; sis of Hope (6:13-20)

P2

2. The Superiority of Melchizedek (7:1-10)

| 3. The Superiority of Our Eternal, Melchizedekan
s High Priest, Found in the Oath of Ps. 110:4
@ (7:11-28)

ab. We Have Such a High Priest Who is a Minister in Heaven (8:1-2)

I1

B. The Superior Offering of the Appointed High Priest (8:3-10:18)

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

-, : , 1
> * ,@ 1. Introduction: The More Excellent Ministry of the :
|' Heavenly High Priest (8:3-6) | |
1

! 1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

| 2. The Superiority of the New Covenant (8:7-13)

1
I 3 : 3. The Superior New Covenant Offering (9:1-10:18)

1

1 a. The Place and Practice of Old Covenant
1 Offerings (9:1-10)
1

> b. The New Covenant Offering Superior as to |
/ Blood, Place, and Eternality (9:11-10:18) J |

/
CLOSING: SINCE WE HAVE A GREAT PRIEST, o ’

Draw Near, Hold Fast (10:19-25)

—._——

Warning: The Danger of Rejecting God’s Word and God'’s Son (10:26-31)
A Series of Exhortations on Endurance:
The Positive Example of the Hearer’s Past and Encouragement to
Endure to Receive the Promise (10:32-39)
The Positive Example of the Old Testament Faithful who Endured (11:1-40)
Jesus, the Supreme Example of Endurance (12:1-2)
Endure Discipline as Sons (12:3-17)
The Blessings of the New Covenant (12:18-24)
Warning: Do Not Reject God’s Word! (12:25-27)
Practical Exhortations (12:28-13:19)
Benediction (13:20-21)
Conclusion (13:22-25)
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Il

Heb. 4:14-16 Heb. 10:19-25
EXOVTES 00V "EXOVTES 00V,
GPXIEPER UEYRY lepéa uéyav
d1eAnAv0dta Tovg 0bpavou, 014 700 KATAMETAOUATOG,
noodv ‘Inood,
Tod Beod, Tod Oeod,
KpatTOuev Th¢ duoroyiag. KaTéXwuev Thv ouoroyiav
TPOCEPXWUEDX . . . UETK TPOOEPXWUEOX UETK
nappnoiag nappnoiav
ei¢ eUkaipov Poribsiav. gl¢ v eloodov TdV ayiwv
I2
Heb. 5:1-3

1&g yap apxiepevs €€ avOpdmwv Aaupaviuevos vmep avOpdnwy KabioTaral T TPo¢
70V 06V, iva mpoo@épn S@pd te kal Quoiag vmep auapTIOV, uetpionabeiv Suvduevog
701§ &yvooio1v kai TAGVWUEVOILS, EMEl Kol RUTOG TEPIKEITHL RoOEVEIAY Kol 81" aOTHV
dgeidel, kabwg mepl Tod Axod, 0UTwW¢ Kl TEPL AVTOD TPOTPEPELY TTEPL AUAPTIAV. KAl
ov) £auTQ Ti¢ AauPaver tnv Tiunv dAAa kadovuevog vmo Tod Oeod kabwomep Kol
Axpdv.

Heb. 7:26-28
TowoDTo¢ Y&p NUIV kKai Enpenev apX1EPeVS, 6010¢ FKXKOG GUIAVTOC, KEXWPIOUEVOS &TO
TQV GUaPTWA®V Kl VYNAdTEPOG TAOV 0VPaVAV YEVOUEVOG, O¢ 0UK €xel kab’ nuépav
AVEYKNV, DOTEP 01 XPXIEPELS, MPOTEPOV VTLEP TAOV 16wV auapTidV Bvoing avapépely
Eneita TOV T0d Awod: Tobto yap Emoinoev épdnal Eavtdv dvevéykag. 0 vouog yap
avOpwmovs kabioTnoiv apxiepeis Exovrag aobéveiav, 0 Adyos 8¢ Tii¢ OpKkwuoTiag Ti¢
UETX TOV VOOV VIOV EI¢ TOV ai@VE TETEAELWUEVOV.

I3

Heb. 8:3
II&g yap dpxiepevs €ic 0 mpoopéperv §Dpd e kai Bvoiag kabiotaral- §6ev dvaykaiov
éxev 11 Kol To0TOV 8 MPOTEVEYK]).

Heb. 10:18

Omov 8¢ dpeoig TOVTWY, 0VKETL TPOTPOPK TTEPL AURPTIOG.
(Note: the quotation of Jer. 31:31-34 [38:31-34 LXX], which follows on the heals of 8:3 in

8:7-13 and immediately precedes 10:18, also plays a key role in marking the beginning and
ending of this extended section on the superior, new covenant offering of our high priest)
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P1
Heb. 1:5a

Tivi yap elnév mote TV dyyédwv: vidg wov el aU, éyw arjuepov Yeyévvnkd oe;

Heb. 5:5-6
0 AArioag mpog avTév: vids uov £l oV, yw oriuepoV YeYEvVnKkd oe:
KkaBwg Kl €v ETEW AEYel oV 1epevs €6 TOV al@va Kard Trv Taélv MeAxioédek,

(Note that these parallels are located at the beginning of IA and IIA respectively in the outline)

P2

Heb. 5:1
T3¢ yop apx1epevs €€ avBpmwv Aaufaviuevos vmep avBodnwy kabiotator Té mpog Tov Odv, iva
TPOaPEPN @pd T Kol Buaiaig UTTED AUAPTIRY,

Heb. 8:3
TI&G youp GpXLEPEDS ElG TO o PEpeLy dpd Te kad Buaing kabiotatar 60ev avaykaiov éxew T1 Kl
T0DTOV 0 MPOTEVEYKI).

(Note that these parallels are located at the beginning of IIA and IIB respectively. Also, note that the
introduction to IIA, which treats “The Appointment of the Son as a Superior High Priest,” focuses on
dappointment, and that the introduction to IIB, which treats “The Superior Offering of the Appointed
High Priest,” focuses on the need for an offering)
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